
 
 

Spring Conference 

 

Minnesota Council of Teachers of English  
 

April 15-16, 2011 
Cragun’s Resort on Gull Lake 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Poet and Performer 
Frank Sentwali 

 
Author and Performer 

Lorna Landvik 
 

Author and Teacher 
Jim Burke 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MCTE Executive Board 2010- 2011 
 

President: Jacqueline Arnold 
 

President Elect: Sherri Larson 
 

Vice President:  Andrew Burklund 
 

Past President:  Paige Shreeve Welle 
 

Executive Secretary: Elizabeth Boeser 
 

Treasurer:  Rachel Malchow Lloyd 
 

MCTE Advisory Board 2010 – 2011 
 

MCTE Webpage Editor:  Sandy Hayes 

Newsletter Editor, Promising Young Writers Coordinator:  Jodi Anderson 

Minnesota English Journal Editor:  Brian Lewis 

MDE Liaison:  Charon Tierney 

College Literature Chair:  William D. Dyer 

College Writing Chair:  Paul Carney 

Secondary Section Co-Chairs:  Scott Hall and Corinne Ehrfurth 

Creative Writing Chair:  Rose Jagim 

Student Writing Journal Editor: Kathryn Kritzeck 

NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing Coordinator:  Heather Megarry Traeger 

English Education Co-Chairs:  Jessica Dockter Tierney, Daryl Parks 

Elementary Education Co-Chairs: Lindsey Nelson 

Middle Level Co-Chairs: Carrie Ekert Haakenson, Amanda Sass-Henke 

Membership Promotion Chair:  Paul Beverage 

Intellectual Freedom Chair:  Jeremy Hoffman 

Slate chair: vacant 

Two-Year College Chair: vacant 

 

As we look to our hosting of the National Council of Teachers of English convention in 
2015, we will need help from our membership.  Please attend our board meeting Friday 
afternoon to learn more about how to be involved in the work of MCTE.   



 
 

 
Minnesota Council of Teachers of English 

 
 

The Minnesota Council of Teachers of English is the Minnesota-
based professional organization for teachers of English and 
language arts at the elementary, middle, secondary and post-
secondary levels. 
 
MCTE is committed to providing quality professional development 
opportunities for English teachers in Minnesota. The organization 
also advocates for best practices in English/language arts in the 
public and the legislature, and promotes professional growth 
opportunities for college students pursuing a career in English 
education.  MCTE also provides opportunities for publication 
through the Minnesota English Journal and the Student Writing 
Journal.  Finally, MCTE provides a forum for member 
communication through our newsletters and website. 
 

To learn more about MCTE, visit mcte.org. 
 

This program and related conference materials are available at our 
conference wiki: mcte2011.pbworks.com



 
 

MCTE Conference Schedule 
 
Registration, breakfast, vendors, opening session and breaks will be in 
Lakeshore rooms 3 & 4. 
 

Friday, April 15 
8:00 Registration, rolls, juice, coffee  
8:45 Welcome and introductions 
9:00-9:45 Speaker Frank Sentwali, performance poet and spoken word artist 
 
9:45-10:00 Break (visit vendors and publications table) 
10:00-10:50 Breakout Session 1 (see schedule) 
 
10:50 – 11:00 Break, snack (visit vendors and publications table) 
11:00-11:50 Breakout Session 2 
 
12:00-1:15 Lunch and speaker Lorna Landvik, author and actor 
 Main dining room 
 
1:30-2:20 Breakout Session 3 
 
2:20-2:30 Break (visit vendors and publications table) 
2:30-3:20 Breakout Session 4 
 
3:20-3:30 Break (visit vendors and publications table) 
3:30-4:20 Breakout Session 5 
 
4:30 – 5:30 Member social & MCTE Annual Meeting (appetizers, cash bar) 
 Paul Bunyan 1 
6:00 Dinner, short program, including a word from Minnesota English 

Journal editor Brian Lewis and English Teacher Trivia led by MCTE 
Board Members 

 Main dining room 
 
7:30 Evening Entertainment with Lorna Landvik.  Cash bar. 
 Lakeshore rooms 3 & 4 



 
 

Saturday, April 16 
 
7:30 Early Bird Coffee and Common Core Standards with Minnesota 

Department of Education representative Charon Tierney 
 South/Middle dining room 
8:00 Full breakfast  
 South/Middle dining room 
 
9:00–11:30 Workshop with author and educator Jim Burke 
 Lakeshore rooms 3 & 4 
 
11:30–12:30 Lunch and the presentation of the Letters About Literature 

student awards 
 South/Middle dining room (The workshop will continue and conclude 

in the dining room after lunch; please bring your personal items.) 
 
12:30–2:20 Continued workshop in the dining room with Jim Burke until 

1:50, book sales and signing until 2:20 
South/Middle dining room 
 

 



 
 

Conference Speakers 
 
Frank Sentwali—Friday morning opening session 
Edu-Poetic-Enter-Brainment, educational poetic 
entertainment for the brain, is the moniker for my 
brand of poetry fused with verbal rhythms and 
theatrical expression. For the last 12 years I have 
been exposing young people to the more social 
constructive elements of Hip Hop culture while 
offering them a unique opportunity to creatively 
express their feelings and experiences. 
  My residency The Performance Art of 
Spoken Word is a flexible model with the following objectives: 1) Educating students 
about Hip-Hop poetics and culture. 2) Encouraging students to constructively criticize 
and analyze the language and images they are bombarded with via modern media. 3) 
Offer students a unique opportunity to perform free verse poems with an emphasis on 
their individual experiences and opinions. They will write original poetry, style-write it 
for performance, learn a variety of theatre and performance skills, and conduct a 
“coffeehouse” style open MIC for their peers. Students will enhance their development of 
writing skills, their confidence in self-expression, and their vocal skills, as well as receive 
my lifetime of knowledge about Hip-Hop and Rap music.  Learn more about Frank 
Sentwali at www.compas.org 
 

Lorna Landvik—Friday lunch and evening 
entertainment 

Writing and theater were Lorna Landvik's twin passions 
when she was growing up in her hometown of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. After graduating from high school, she and her best 
friend traveled in Europe, settling in Bavaria where they 
supported themselves as hotel chambermaids and English 
tutors. When she returned to the States, Landvik briefly 
attended the University of Minnesota before moving to San 
Francisco, where she performed stand-up and improvisational 
comedy. Another move took her to Los Angeles, where she 

worked as a stand-up comic at the Comedy Store and The Improv, supplementing her 
income with a variety of temp jobs--including one at the Playboy Mansion and working 
for Atlantic Records.  

In California, Landvik married her high school sweetheart. Their first daughter 
was born in 1985. A year later the trio joined the Great Peace March for Global Nuclear 
Disarmament. "A thousand people started the march on the West Coast, but we were 
stranded in the desert and a core group of about 400 decided to go on," Landvik recalls. 
"It ended nine months later with a candlelight vigil at the reflecting pool in Washington 
D.C." After the march, Landvik and her family moved back to Minneapolis and she 
began working on what was to become her first novel. Their second daughter was born in 
1991.  



 
 

 
Landvik, cont. 

Landvik has continued to nurture her interest in theater; appearing with the 
nationally-acclaimed improvisational group "Dudley Riggs," and acting in plays such as 
"Bad Seed," "Lunatic Cellmates," "Valley of the Dolls," "On the Lam with Do and Rae," 
"The Smelt Princess," "And the Winner Is," and "My Backyard Party."  
Landvik made her debut as a novelist with the critically acclaimed Patty Jane's House of 
Curl. She is also the author of Your Oasis on Flame Lake, The Tall Pine Polka, Welcome 
to the Great Mysterious, Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons, Oh My Stars and her 
newest novel, The View From Mount Joy. 
 
Jim Burke—Saturday workshop 

“After spending my first three years at 
Castro Valley High School, I began teaching 
English at Burlingame High School where I have 
been since 1992.  Prior to becoming an English 
teacher, I taught special education, first in private 
schools and later in North Africa where I served 
in the Peace Corps in the mid 1980s. Starting in 
1998, I began writing about teaching, focusing on 
not only English Language Arts but also 
adolescent literacy in general. 

“Since 1998 I have published almost twenty books, the most notable of these 
being The English Teacher's Companion: A Complete Guide to Classroom, Curriculum, 
and the Profession, published by Heinemann and available in its third edition.  My most 
recent book is What’s the Big Idea? In addition, I now serve as a senior consultant to the 
Holt McDougal Literature program, an experience from which I have learned important 
new lessons. More recently, I have taken on new responsibilities with the NCTE and 
College Board. I was elected this year to the NCTE Secondary Section, a group with 
whom I look forward to working. I have also been appointed to the College Board's 
Advanced Placement Course and Exam Review Commission for the English Literature 
and Language courses. When I can, I speak to and work with teachers around the country, 
though I don't do this much during the school year since I teach every day. What I really 
enjoy, though, is just the daily work of teaching and sharing with you and other 
colleagues the lessons I learn along the way from my fellow teachers and my wonderful 
students. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Conference Exhibitors and Vendors 
 
 

Center of College Readiness 
Paul Drange 

 
EMC Publishing 

Colleen McQuillan 
 

Esser’s Inc. Twelve Dozen Art and Framing 
David Gross 

 

Everbind Books (Saturday Only) 

Joelyn Rumpca, Schoolhouse Connections 
 

Kubitz Educational Services 
Tracey Kubitz 

 
McGraw-Hill Publishing 

Laurie Kuehl 
 

Pearson Prentice Hall 
Doug Hamper 

 

Perma-Bound Books (Saturday Only) 
Deana Baker 

 
Cardinal Stritch University 

 

 



 
 

Breakout Session 1:  Friday, 10:00-10:50 
Presenter(s) Age Room Title and description 
Suzanne 
Kaback 
St. Catherine 
University 

General Pioneer An Eye for Information:  How to Recognize Notable 
Nonfiction Literature When You See It 
This workshop will introduce participants to criteria for 
selecting high-quality nonfiction literature, including 
attention to type, organizational structure, accuracy, style, 
language use and the names of awards given annually to the 
best nonfiction.  By the end of the hour, teachers will 
understand that with nonfiction, quality trumps quantity and 
they will leave confident in their ability to bring the most 
engaging and accurate informational texts to their 
classrooms—the kinds of texts that strengthen the 
nonfiction reading-writing connection. 

Brian Lewis,  
Laurie 
Lykken,  
Jeff 
Stephenson 
Century College 

General Paul 
Bunyan 
1 

Speaking Up with Online Avatars: A Workshop on 
Using Vokis in Writing Classrooms 
Participants in this workshop will learn uses for Vokis—
voice-based avatars—in writing classrooms and develop 
one of their own.  Everyone should leave the workshop 
with ideas for Voki-based composition assignments.  Bring 
your portable computer!  

Sandra 
Russell   
St. Cloud State 
University 

General Paul 
Bunyan 
4 

The Vocabulary Album: From Text to Cognition  
The Vocabulary Album is an interactive activity used to 
promote language acquisition and vocabulary development.  
Research shows that a prerequisite for successful reading 
comprehension is adequate word knowledge. Participants 
will be given a vocabulary album and will participate in a 
sequence of seven steps that will enhance their learning of 
vocabulary. 

Amy 
Koskela,  
Heidi 
Dresser, 
Kerrie Speer 
New York Mills 
Schools 

Middle  
HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 
3 

How the Center for College Readiness Can Improve 
Your Students' Writing 
The Center for College Readiness programs can aid 
teachers in preparing students for life-long writing.  By 
using the rubrics that focus on good writing traits, students 
can get different ideas/perspectives on improving their 
writing without a grade. 

Julie Stauber 
Proctor High 
School 

HS Paul 
Bunyan 
2 

Creative Inspirations with Photostories 
Participants will learn how to develop a photo story and 
how to help students develop good questioning skills for 
inspiring one another and for research. 



 
 

Breakout Session 2:  Friday, 11:00-11:50 
Presenter(s) Age Room Title and description 

Scott Alger,  
Beth Pearson 
Orono Schools 

Elem. Pioneer Deconstructing the Standards:  Developing Essential 
Learning Targets 
The new language arts standards present many new teaching 
opportunities for schools and for students.  This presentation 
will focus on a collaborative process that allows teachers and 
administrators to work together to determine essential learning 
targets, identify kid-friendly learning targets, and develop 
common assessments. 

Tess Bademan,  
Maria Theissen, 
Elizabeth Barniskis 
Edina Schools 

Elem. 
Middle 
HS 

Paul 
Bunyan 3 

Adventures in Digital Writing:  Voice Threads, Book 
Trailers, and Nings 
Three teachers, one elementary, one middle school, and one 
high school, will describe the ways they have used multimodal, 
digital tools including Voice Threads, Nings, and book trailers 
to help their students become media creators. 

Joanne M. Larson,  
Ilene Christian 
St. Cloud State 
University; 
Kathy Steffen 
Ridgewater College 
 

Elem. 
Middle 
HS 
College 

Dutch Addressing Diverse Literacy Needs Through Text Sets 
According to Fernandez (2000), a text set is “a group of related 
texts of varied genres and reading levels.”  Text sets can be 
constructed in a number of ways, including complementary sets, 
picture-book sets, genre sets, companion sets (or series), and 
content-area text sets. Using “moving” as our theme, the 
presenters will discuss developing and using text sets in 
elementary, middle/high school and college level.  Participants 
will engage in a discussion using a provided text set. 

Jenn Prince,  
Lori Nelson,  
Bridget Budig 
Chisago Lakes Schools 

Middle 
HS 

Paul 
Bunyan 4 

Assessment With and Without Technology in the 
Literature Classroom  
This presentation on formative assessment will give ideas to use 
in the RTI through honors classroom that won’t mean more 
grading after class. ActivInspire student response systems will 
be demonstrated along with assessments that use no technology. 
Leave with a handout of ideas to put to use Monday morning! 

Deborah Appleman 
Carleton College; 
John Schmit 
Augsburg College 

 HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 2 

Literary Theory as Liberatory Pedagogy: Classroom 
Applications 
This interactive presentation contests the notion that literary 
theories only serve college-bound students; in fact, they can be 
particularly meaningful marginalized or disenfranchised 
students. Using a workshop approach, the presenters will engage 
participants in specific applications of contemporary theories 
and will provide classroom materials for diverse settings. 

William D. Dyer,  
Anna Brovold,  
Justin Erickson,  
Joseph Finn,  
Christopher 
McCarthy,  
Kyle Millliron, 
Nathaniel Wagner 
Minnesota State 
University, Mankato; 
Haley Hamilton 
East Senior High School, 
Mankato 

 HS   
 College 

Paul 
Bunyan 1 

From Theory to Practice:  Some Fresh Ways to Assist 
Students into Ownership of Shakespeare's Plays 
Several participants in a graduate 605 “Shakespeare Seminar” 
(some teaching Shakespeare’s plays now and others preparing 
to do so) will share their theoretical/pedagogical strategies in an 
active panel discussion.  Attendees will carry away the detailed 
bibliographies of the materials and theoretical formulations that 
have contributed to their approaches to Shakespeare. 

 



 
 

Breakout session 3:  Friday, 1:30–2:20 
Presenter(s) Age Room Title and description 
Lindsey 
Neumann  
Orono 
Intermediate 
School, Hamline 
University 

Elem. Pioneer Spelling in the Elementary Classroom   
Rote memorization and weekly spelling lists do not 
promote the learning of spelling or support word 
knowledge.  In this session, participants will learn how to 
develop a word study program in their elementary 
classroom based on students’ developmental levels. 
Teachers will learn the process of teaching students how to 
spell words in ways that help students develop word 
knowledge. 

Candance 
Doerr-
Stevens,  
Josh Hirman, 
Matt Shipman 
Minnesota 
Writing Project, 
University of 
Minnesota 

Middle 
HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 
1 

Radio and Film Documentaries in the English 
Classroom: Promoting Engagement and Finding Voice 
through Media Production 
This session will describe the use of radio and film 
documentaries in the high school English Language Arts 
Classroom. Through sharing curriculum resources and 
showing student projects, we will focus specifically on the 
medium’s ability to promote student storytelling and voice 
through practices of critical analysis, research, and media 
production. 

Karen Lennan 
University of St. 
Thomas, 
Minneapolis 
Public Schools 

HS Paul 
Bunyan 
4 

Best Practices for Rubrics: In and Out of the Box 
I will show educators of writing literacy how to take a 
"box" out of the top of the rubric, and make an action plan 
for students to achieve and learn the steps toward scoring 
the highest on the rubric for the state writing test.  
Everyone can increase their students' scores.  I have 
students scoring at college level writing every year. 

Corinne 
Ehrfurth,  
Pattie Ekman 
Rochester 
Schools; 
Candice Deal 
Minnesota State 
University, 
Mankato  

HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 
2 

E-Term: Academic Risks and Articulation  
An MCTE grant encouraged expanding a week-long 
E[nglish]-Term, which brings together students from 
diverse backgrounds. Teaming secondary and college 
instructors further integrates curricula across disciplines. 
Audience members will have opportunities to discuss 
innovative strategies for encouraging academic risk and 
facilitating articulation between high school and college 
expectations and skills.   

Jeff Johnson 
Central Lakes 
College, College 
of St. Benedict 

HS Dutch How to Host a Great American Poet 
Are you curious about how cool it would be to have Jorie 
Graham, Li-Young Lee, Billy Collins, W.S. Merwin, 
Marie Howe, Charles Simic, Robert Hass and Major 
Jackson (among others) to your home and school?  Come 
to this session for the low-down, and let’s remember 
together how important poets and poetry are in our 
magical English teaching lives.  A brief presentation will 
give way to spirited discussion. 

 



 
 

Breakout Session 4: Friday, 2:30-3:20 
Presenter(s) Age Room Title and description 
Terry Johnson, 
Stephanie 
Anderson,  
Angie Ebben, 
Kirsten 
Ostergaard, 
Jamie Wild 
College of St. 
Benedict, St. John’s 
University 

Elem. Paul 
Bunyan 
3 

Making Connections: Discovering the World with 
Picture Books and Google Earth 
During this session, we will share elementary-level 
lesson plans that integrate children’s literature and 
Google Earth.  Activities will illustrate how Google 
Earth can be used to enhance elementary students’ 
geographic thinking skills as they explore the impact of 
geography on literary characters and storylines.   

Susan Ardoff, 
Steve 
Tuytschaevers 
St. Cloud State 
University 

General Paul 
Bunyan 
2 

Using Podcasts to Improve Writing 
St. Cloud State University’s Writing Center uses video 
podcasts to build writing skills and engage students on 
an ongoing basis. This workshop explores innovative 
uses for podcasts in teaching, and offers hands on 
instruction on how to create effective podcasts with 
easy to use technology. Laptops are encouraged. 

Sandy Hayes 
Becker Middle School 

General Paul 
Bunyan 
4 

Fair Use:  Using Images and Music in Multi-media 
Writing 
Think your students can't use commercial music or 
graphics from the internet in their projects?  Well, that 
might not be true.  Learn how Fair Use guidelines and 
an inquiry process help your students ethically use 
music and images in their multi-media projects. 

Anne O'Meara, 
Jacqueline 
Arnold,  
William Dyer  
Minnesota State 
University, Mankato 

HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 
1 

Online Tools to Inspire Literacy  
This panel will demonstrate uses of several online 
technology tools that foster improved literacy and 
communication.  These tools—such as Google.doc, 
Camstasia, Jing, streaming MP3s files and YouTube 
Clips—help engage students and facilitate their 
interaction in shared writing, presentations, and 
discussions.  

Susan Perala-
Dewey,  
Barb Perushek 
University of 
Minnesota, Duluth 
Julie Stauber 
Proctor High School 

HS 
College 

Pioneer College in our Schools & Teachers in our College: 
Exchanging Perspectives 
Find out what kinds of workshop activities have helped 
to nurture both effective professional development and 
collaborative relationships between university and high 
school literacy faculty. Presenters in this panel include 
UMD's CITS Director, UMD's CITS Writing Studies 
Liaison, and a UMD CITS high school English teacher. 

 



 
 

Breakout Session 5: Friday, 3:30 – 4:20 
Presenter(s) Age Room Title and description 
Lindsey 
Nelson 
Orono 
Intermediate 
School; 
Mike Borka 
College of St. 
Benedict 

Elem. Paul 
Bunyan 
4 

It’s Elementary:  Essay Writing in the Elementary 
Classroom 
The new MN language arts standards stress the importance 
of expository writing in the elementary grades.  This 
session will focus on the teaching and writing of essays.  
Teachers will come away with a better knowledge of the 
essay writing process and structures used to teach 
elementary students about such a complex topic. 

John 
Banschbach 
Minnesota State 
University, 
Mankato 

Middle Dutch Using Picture Books to Teach Literary Concepts 
Topics include the relationship of illustrations and texts, 
picture books that exemplify literary concepts such as 
juxtaposition, irony, and mood, and the evaluation of 
picture books for this kind of use. 

Kristin 
Bergsagel 
Anthony Middle 
School, 
Minneapolis 
Public Schools; 
Molly Vasich 
Roosevelt High 
School, 
Minneapolis 
Public Schools 

Middle  
HS 

Paul 
Bunyan 
2 

Input/Output: Critical Consumption and Production of 
Media in Middle and High School Language Arts 
We believe the need for media literacy is apparent in 21st 
century classrooms. Come explore how to incorporate 
Minnesota’s new common core standards for media 
literacy. A sixth grade language arts teacher and a twelfth 
grade media teacher testify to the success of media analysis 
and production in the classroom. 

Kathryn 
Campbell 
St. Paul Academy 
and Summit 
School 
 

HS Pioneer Memoir:  Tell a Little Personal Truth in Your 
Classroom  
Walk into any bookstore and the shelves will be bursting 
with personal nonfiction.  Memoir is a popular form to read 
but rarely do we take time in high school classrooms to 
write it.  Come to this session to write, read, share, and 
explore this fantastic genre and collect resources to add 
more memoir to your classroom. 

Maria 
Burnham 
Becker High 
School 

Middle 
HS 
College 

Paul 
Bunyan 
3 

Diigo-Online Notecards for Research  
The presentation would be a demonstration of the online 
software Diigo.  I would show what the software looks 
like, share how my students used it with their History 
Day/research project, and discuss the advantages/ 
disadvantages of the software.  While students research, 
Diigo keeps track of highlighted and noted information that 
organizes researched information and helps students with 
bibliographies and annotated bibliographies. 

 
The MCTE Annual Meeting will begin at 4:30 in Paul Bunyan 1.  Please 

join us to meet the MCTE board members, find out how to become 
involved, and enjoy some food and drinks (free appetizers, cash bar). 

 



 
 

2011 State Awards  
Presented at Saturday’s lunch by  

The Minnesota Humanities Center 
 

 
Level I (Grades 4-6) 

Nicholas Behrens 
Grade 6, Falcon Heights, Parkview Center School 

Emily Bloomquist, Instructor 
Letter to Debra Fraser, author of On the Day You Were Born 

 
Level II (Grades 7-8) 

Solomon Polansky  
Grade 8, Minnetonka, The Blake School 

Rachel Godlweski, Instructor 
Letter to Daniel Keyes, author of Flowers for Algernon 

 

 
Level III (Grades 9-12) 

Tyler Sturos 
Grade 12, St. Michael-Albertville High School 

Sherri Larson, Instructor 
Letter to Ken Hada, author of the poem, “That Evening” 



 
 

 
 
MCTE members, please note:  The following description of the program was excerpted 
from the Letters About Literature web site.  This page does not include all guidelines; 
visit lettersaboutliterature.org for full information.  
 
LAL is a national reading promotion program of the Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress, presented in partnership with Target 
and affiliate state centers for the book. 
 
To our young readers: 
Books have wings. You can’t see them, but they are there just the same. On books’ 
wings, readers can soar to new places where they meet intriguing characters and 
experience exciting adventures.  Have you ever felt the power and lift of literature? Has 
one book — or perhaps one author — inspired you to change your view of yourself or 
your world? If so, we encourage you to enter the Letters About Literature writing 
competition. All you have to do is write a personal letter to an author, explaining how his 
or her work affected you. 
 
HOW TO ENTER 
First, reflect and connect! 
Select a fiction or nonfiction book, a short story, poem, essay or speech (sorry, no song 
lyrics) you have read and about which you have strong feelings. Explore those feelings 
and why you reacted the way you did during or after reading the author’s work.   
 
Second, write a personal letter (not a fan letter or a book report!) 
Express yourself! A letter is less formal than an essay or research paper. Write honestly 
and in your own voice, as if you were having a conversation with the author. Those are 
the best letters to read and the most fun to write! Keep in mind these two tips: 
• Correspond, don’t compliment! Your entry should inform rather than flatter the author. 
• Do not summarize the book’s plot! The author wrote the book and already knows what 

happened. What the author doesn’t know is how the book affected you. 
 
Third, prepare your letter for submission. 
• Entries for Level 1 (4th-6th grade) 100 - 400 words.* 
• Entries for Level 2 (7th-8th grade) 300 - 600 words.* 
• Entries for Level 3 (9th – 12th) 500 - 800 words.* 

*Recommended lengths. 
See web site for specific submission guidelines and complete rules. 



 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS 

 
LAL awards prizes on both the state and national levels. Each state center has its own 
panel of judges who select the top essayists in the state. State Winners will receive a $50 
Target Gift Cards and additional prizes, and then advance to the National Level Judging. 
On each competition level, a panel of national judges for the Center for the Book in the 
Library of Congress will select six (6) National Winners (2 per Level of Competition) 
and twelve (12) National Honorable Mention Winners (4 per Level of Competition). 
The National Winners will receive a $500 Target GiftCard, plus each will secure a 
$10,000 LAL Reading Promotion Grant in his/her name for a community or school 
library.  The National Honorable Mention Winners will each receive a $100 Target 
GiftCard, plus each will secure a $1,000 LAL Reading Promotion Grant in their name 
for his or her community or school library.  
 

TEACHERS, PLEASE NOTE!! 
• Please do not assign the same book to an entire class as this misses the spirit of the 
program — identifying a personal relationship with an author and/or book. Likewise, 
rather than assigning the same opening paragraph or topic sentences, encourage students 
to express themselves individually. 



 
 

MEJMinnesota English Journal 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS: 2012 MINNESOTA ENGLISH JOURNAL  
The Minnesota English Journal is a peer-reviewed journal with an editorial board.  The 
MEJ audience primarily consists of teachers from the elementary to the college level who 
want to learn more about effective teaching techniques.  
 
Please consider submitting an academic article, a brief teaching tip, a letter to the editor, a 
hypertext, a multimedia presentation, or a creative work (a poem, short fiction, or play) 
for the next issue of Minnesota English Journal.  We have no required number of pages 
or words for our submissions.  (If you cite academic sources, please use the most current 
MLA Handbook for Writers for Research Papers.) Our acceptance rate is approximately 
50- 60%; therefore, we cannot accept all submissions.    
 
DUE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR 2012 ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER 1, 2011  
Authors should be informed of the status of their submissions by October 15, 2011. The 
2012 issue will come out by mid-February 2012.  Contact MEJ Editor Brian Lewis at 
brian.lewis@century.edu if you have questions or comments. 
 
The themes of our annual conferences (this year, “Literacy at the Lake”) may also tie to 
our upcoming MEJ issue.  You may wish to consider submissions that explore the 
following themes, topics, or ideas involving literacy at the K-college level:  

· What is literacy?  How has its definition changed over time?  
· The relationship between literacy and power.  
· Race/class/gender/sexual orientation issues and literacy.  
· Standardized testing as a means of gauging literacy ability.  
· Digital/online/hybrid literacies and composition classrooms.  
· Social networking/texting as literate practices in everyday student lives.  
· Global/cross-cultural literacies.  
· The relationship between literature and literacy. 
· Literacy and community activism.  
· Graphic novels as visual literacies.  
· The writing center/lab as a place for literacy development.  

 
The idea of practicing “literacy at the lake” may even suggest the following topics:  

· Nature as a visual text.  
· The relationship between literacy and peace/tranquility.  
· The idea of the lake as a retreat for writers.  
· Literary moments on/at the lake.  
 



 
 

 
The Minnesota English Journal is now available in print.  
Check out Lulu.com to get your copy! 

 



 
 

 
Minnesota English Journal, Student Writing Issue 

 
The student writing issue publishes writing by students in middle school and high school. 
Pieces submitted to the NCTE Promising Young Writers and Writing Achievement 
Award programs are automatically considered for publication. We are also interested in 
publishing teacher reflections on teaching writing or on an effective writing assignment 
with accompanying student examples. In addition to celebrating the excellence of writing 
of Minnesota's students, we hope the journal provides teachers with models and new 
ideas.  See mcte.org to view or download current and past editions of the journal. 
 
Student Journal Submission Form  
  
Student’s Name:  __________________________________________ Grade: ____   
  
Parent Name(s): ___________________________________________  
  
Address:__________________________________  
  
City: ____________________________________ Zip: ___________  
  
Email: ___________________________ Phone Number: _______________________  
  
School Information  
 
School Name:________________________________________________________  
  
School Address: _____________________________________________________  
  
City: _____________________________________ Zip: ___________  
  
English Teacher’s Name: _________________________________________________  
  
Teacher Email: _______________________________________________________  
  
Permissions  
Student Signature (certifies writing as student’s own):  _______________________________ 
  
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature (grants MCTE and its affiliates permission to use student’s paper):  
  
_________________________________________ 
By my signature, I agree to give MCTE and its affiliates permission to use the student’s work for research and/or to 
publish or otherwise display the work in all print and electronic media along with the student’s name, school, and 
location.  

Mail completed forms by November 1st to: 
MCTE Student Journal 

Attn:  Kathryn Kritzeck, editor 
900 School Street 

Elk River, MN 55330 
Questions?  email kathryn.kritzeck@elkriver.k12.mn.us  



 
 

 



 
 

 
MCTE Classroom Grants General Information 

 
Each fiscal year, MCTE will offer classroom grants to its members.  The number and 
dollar amount of grants awarded depends upon the finances of the organization and the 
quality of the grant proposals received.  
 
The MCTE Executive Board will review all grant applications and select recipients. 
MCTE is under no obligation to award grants if the Executive Board believes an 
application does not meet the stated criteria of the grant program (listed below).  MCTE 
also reserves the right to partially fund projects. 
 
Grant applications will be reviewed twice a year: once in the summer (submission 
deadline: June 15), and once in the winter (submission deadline: November 15). A grant 
applicant must be a current MCTE member at the time of application to be considered 
for funding. 
 
Grant criteria  
1. Grants are available to MCTE members to encourage creative and enriching 

opportunities for professional development and improved student achievement. 
2. Grant requests may be up to a maximum of $1000.  
3. Grants must meet one or more of the following criteria:  

a. Improve literacy of students  
b. Implement technology creatively to improve student learning  
c. Promote diversity of thought  
d. Increase student performance in reading and/or writing  

4. Grant requests may not replace ordinary institutional funding.  
5. Grant recipients must submit an expense report to the MCTE Executive Secretary 

within six (6) months of receiving the grant.  
6. Grant recipients must present their projects as a session at the MCTE Spring 

Conference or write an article of publishable quality to be printed in the Minnesota 
English Journal. This presentation of one’s project must be done no later than 18 
months after receiving the grant, or the grant funding must be returned to MCTE.  



 
 

 
Minnesota Council of Teachers of English  

Classroom Grant Application 
 

Summer Due Date: June 15 Winter Due Date:  November 15 
 

Member name:___________________________Position:_______________________  

School/Institution:___________________________________ 

School Address:_____________________________________ 

School Phone:______________  

Home Address:______________________________________ 

Home Phone:_________________  

Preferred Email Address:_______________________________________  

Please note preferred mailing address (circle one):     Home       School  

Please note preferred payee (circle one):    Individual   School  

(note that payments to individuals over $600 must be reported as taxable income)  

Title of Project:____________________________________________________  

Brief description of anticipated costs (not to exceed $1000):  

________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________  

Description of Project: Please attach a brief, typed description (300 words or fewer) that 

outlines your project, budget, and desired outcome(s). Explain how this project meets 

one or more of the MCTE grant criteria (listed on reverse).  

I will share the results of my grant project by (choose one or both):  

   ___ presenting at an MCTE Conference  

   ___ writing an article for the Minnesota English Journal  

By submitting this grant application, I agree that my project meets the criteria and I 
agree to the requirements of the MCTE grant process.  
 
Member’s signature:____________________________________  Date: __________ 

Supervisor’s signature:___________________________________   Date: _________ 

Mail completed grant application to:  
Rachel Malchow Lloyd, MCTE Treasurer, 425 Goodrich Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102    



 
 

 Upcoming MCTE Opportunities 2011-2012 

 
May 15  Submissions for MCTE News 
 
June 15  Deadline for MCTE Grant Applications—Fall  
   See Grant Application Form in program. 
 
June 30 Deadline for NCTE Student Literary Magazine Contest 

See NCTE.org for details. 
 

September 1 Deadline for Minnesota English Journal submissions  
See Call for Papers details in program. 

 
October  MCTE Fall Workshop (Details not quite set for program  

printing; update will be given during spring conference) 
 
November 1 Deadlines for Student Writing Journal Submissions  

See details and writing submission form in program.  
 
November 15 Deadline for MCTE Grant Applications—Fall  
   See Grant Application Form in program. 
 
December  Deadline for Letters About Literature submissions.  See  

lettersaboutliterature.org for more information. 
 
February Deadline for names submission to NCTE Student 

Achievement Awards in Writing contest (for 11th 
graders).  See NCTE.org for details. 

 
April    MCTE Spring Conference, St. Cloud 

 
 

 



 
 

MCTE Collaborative Partnerships 
 

 
 

Minnesota Humanities Center 
 
This humanities-based conference was made possible in part with funding 
from the Minnesota Humanities Center in cooperation with the State of 
Minnesota.  For more information about the Minnesota Humanities Center, 
which is dedicated to providing humanities-based professional development 
for educators, visit minnesotahumanities.org. 
  
Please ask your legislators to continue to fund the arts and humanities, 
including funding for the Minnesota Humanities Center. 

 
 
 

 
Minnesota Writing Project 

 
The Minnesota Writing Project (MSP), housed within the Center for Writing 
at the University of Minnesota—Twin Cities, is the local site of the National 
Writing Project.  For the past 18 years, MWP has been offering summer 
institutes, creating teacher-support networks, establishing partnerships with 
schools and districts, and working closely with the University to solidify 
support of the PreK-12 schools and improve writing at all levels. Believing 
that teachers can empower other teachers, members of the Project provide an 
environment in which teachers can learn from one another and then share 
that learning with others in their departments, schools, and districts.  For 
more information, please visit mwp.cla.umn.edu 



 
 

 
MCTE Shirt Order Form 

We sweat the small stuff. 

You’ve seen the shirts and sizes, but you might have missed out on getting a 
shirt in your size at the conference due to our limited supply.  For a $3 
charge for postage, we will send your shirt to you within 3 weeks.  Please 
attach a check to MCTE for $18 and give us the following information. Shirt 
orders must be given by the end of the conference, as we are only ordering 
what we need.   

Your name and mailing address 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Your email address, in case we have any problems: 

________________________________________ 

 

Men’s or unisex fit:  ____S  ____M ____L ____XL ____XXL (ad $2) 

Women’s fit: ____S  ____M ____L ____XL  

Total cost (checks to MCTE) ________ 

(The first shirt is $18, up to 3 additional shirts are $16 each to same address.  
If any are XXL, add $2 to the total.) 



 
 

 



 
 

 

      
 

Please rate your impressions of the quality of each of the following. We also 
appreciate your comments. 
       Low    High 
 
Breakout sessions—choice, schedule, and variety 
 

    1 2 3 4 5 
 Comments: 
 
Breakout sessions—Please comment on the particular sessions you attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Featured speakers: 

Frank Sentwali   1 2 3 4 5 
 Comments: 

 
 

  Lorna Landvik   1 2 3 4 5 
Comments: 

 
 
  Jim Burke    1 2 3 4 5 
 Comments: 
 
 
 
 

Conference 
Evaluation 



 
 

 
       Low    High 
 
Meals       1 2 3 4 5 
 Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facilities: (breakout session rooms, meeting rooms, Cragun’s services, etc.) 
      

1 2 3 4 5 
      Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration process, communication before event: 
 
 
 
 
 
New this year:  the conference wiki, email confirmations, shirts, portfolios:  worth 
our time and money?  Please offer your thoughts on these new offerings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anything else to share? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you. Your feedback is an important part of planning future events. 
Please return the survey to the registration table. 



 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mark your calendar to attend 
MCTE’s 2012 Spring Conference in April 

in St. Cloud 
 
  

 
 


